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/ FRANK LAN
/ 1lst Lt: 194th Glider Inf.

The shelling sHopped, ‘
The whine apd thud #ad roar were gone., The trembling earth was |
Th. Jarrjag blast fmt had rocked the zreen fields for days m
| wr anises. /
The silence wa;//de&fomg :
The soldier, ¢rouching haggard and grimy behind his gum llovly
head and peered out. The smoke w#s still there. It had come im
%he barrage was halted. He stretched a little higher and looked 4 ,
%ﬁoﬂly his blood ram cold.
Out of the smoke loomed a dim shape that quickly took on the f
glider. It crashed to a stop in front of him, m he could 1
safety a dreaded figure with paggy pants and big pock.ts E out .
carrying an undersized rifle, Swiftly he raised it M é. i
The German soldier dmo ped, a hole wmw« \
crouched back in their -dlZ.oc-t as the little rifle barked
again, Them they came out, ,‘hndl in the air, two of them '
By this time, the big Americam lieutenant with the cu'bm d
been joined by other soldiers amd they took over two more flak :
before moving on with their prisoners. p
All over the field and om other fields gliders were spill " g out
more of the dreaded sky-troopers with the baggy pants and big »ocke |

Plamning to the last detail, complete briefing of every mam, &
the sheer fighting qualities of the glider troopers t‘hmdm':'
history for the 194th Glider Infantry Combat Team and set up &
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A l o g ~aty ,, ; : i
* invasion of Germaay ag & model for fubure 51” "
It was the first big-scale glider operation

It was the longest combat glider flight
It was the first double-tow in combat.

It was the first glider landing on fields not previously ,r"
secured by paratroops,

S
o

For weeks the big tent that served as a war room for the ,
back in Fronce was a sceme of activity. But mot a secret puui"_
double barbed wire femce that surrounded it, The operation was plam
to the last detail, and that last detail them became a m ‘
the Allies were ready to strike the 194th was se% for its part & il
the lomg road to Berlin,

Through the hands of Capt, Charles F. Collyer, nginum
officer, passed picture after picture, aerial photos of the !
Germany, already selected by supreme headquarters as the 2
ective across the Rhime, amd with those pictures Major Carl A. 2 " 1 :
the battalion 5-3's mapped the operation, The 'ﬁlo thing m a :
puzzle and Col, James R. Pierce, 194th Glider Imfamtry cw
=T l".nths. comnander of the 63lst Glider Field A hove
about as every plece was dropped imto place to form the dom or imnvas

Then came the order to put the plan imto operation and ﬂ
went swiftly but surely imnto actiomn. The supplies for the m t
issued and the troops moved off to the marshalling areas, m-olﬁ
swoop omn Germamy, w

That was where the men received their briefing. Using sand V
photos, and mosaics, Lt. Hubert Cumningham, L%, Frederick 8. T
and Lt. Edward A. Gillam made it plaim to every mam where his & r wa
to land and what his individual job was to be. Every man knew hu
job was limked with the regimemtal objective of seizing and
bridges near the jumction of the Issel River amd the I[ssel Gnﬂ,
vicinity of Wesel,

\
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D-Day was 24 March and the takeoff begsm at Of
minutes. The troops were off Vo: the ride for which they had
two years., It was a smooth ride, as glider rides b. but the tﬁ%,' 2 half
hours stretched out for ages as the men wondered what they wuld.. .
the other end. S ‘

They soon learnmed, First of all they saw the smoke - = 66 miles
laid down along the Rhime by the British, It helped the grouad tmig
pushing across the river but made observation difficult for tho M-
Then they got a nasty taste of flak., Tugplanes burst into naup ?
planes the men had come to kmow and trust. Gliders were hit. “ m
Some wandered off course., But most of them landed om or very near tb tﬁ

fields that had been selected lomg before, I ¥

L"'l

the artillery to carry the ball.

As they tumbled out of their ships they were greeted by a * a'
confusion. Gliders were burning. Some had caught ia trees. !l& ‘.-mt :
'had fired at them in the airhadlonlodoffn.“mflﬂlcm 'A
trajectory. Small arms and mortars were in operation. ‘len were m r
fighting, crawling everywhere., There were at least 150 small m ptn. '.
on at once. 5 " ¥

One glider ripped over fences, trees and emplacements .ld m td
a stop at a machine gun positiomn. The occupants captured the ’
cunners. The co-pilot of another glider knocked out a machine g
by firing his tommy-gun through the glider nose before it nulut tho

Company G was the first to lamd, at 1030 = just three n
of schedule., The flak was bad though amnd mot 2 single gudorct
landed on the assigned fields. But the men agsembled quickly ﬂ
companies came in they found the going somewhat easier.

')
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4. v AP
| The confusion ereated by more tham one culu landing
field from different directioms - an appareantly haphazard la:

worked to the advantage of the Americans, The Gemans were
ted with a fighting fromt om every side, The Glider troops

Ome battalion S-4 lamded near the CP and was inside llthtx
By 1045 Basy Company had assembled a platoon, had takem 50 ; one
comverging om the regimental CP, which was also the CP of the ’*

Led by Capt. Robert Dukes, men from Fox company swarmed

colonel, As the officer was led from the buildimg his orderly, ring &l
coumotion and seeing the officer departing, rushed out with am asmlesd
of papers and maps, : ’ ‘
"Sir!"™ he called, "You forgot your maps,"

A gliderman, quick to size up the situation, grabbed the
maps from the astomished orderly, They showed the location Qf
installations throughout the area.

“hile Fox Company was capturing the colomel and his CP, 00. I
om a siailar mission. Lt. Thomas McKinley gathered up 15 men ql
an artillery battalion CP, capturing the comaanding officer -‘
staff. They took 50 prisomers, 15 of them wounded, within a few

The Third Battalioms anti-~tank platoom went into action 8
landing, kmocking out ome Mark IV tank amd damagin another,

Hastily assembling, Able Company seized amd mamned it's
30 minutes after lamding, holdimng bridges amd preparing demol : .
possible later use. It had a stretch of 1000 yards to defend. t‘“ , oRE P _;
along the river was pimning dowa Compamy A amd part of Company C. &
load of men from Baker Compamy, coming to their aid, knocked m
in a house with grenades and then went on to capture two 88 g 3
crews before they could get imto action. The mem turned over &
anti-tank company, alomng with the prime movers.

In the Secomnd Battalion, the twé assault companies were

' s s LA - - —



"3tmnwm~v'ug-n.u Jective, Sudde:
* they went imto actiom. Pfe. Robert Ce Flymn, u ¢  .
section, had jumped om a bicyecle he found and p%ﬂ
both Compamy F smd Compamy G, Pfc. Robert Geist WM
with a bazooka at 15 yards and William Palowida ;Ot one fro
of 100 yards, Some time later, after the compamy was im P
tank appeared aad Pfc Robert Weber looped a high angle shot :
bazooka 600 yards to strike the open turrent. The tank um
Pfc. Andrew Adams orcmclmnanaumw

The artillery part of the combat team also was finding
tough in spots as howitzer mem tumed infantry for a few af
beating off attacks and at the same time tr,h.toptm :
position. The spots picked for some of the gum positions ® _’ out to
be infested with Gernans and bristling with flak batteries, w“ 002
some of the gums could be brought imto position, they laid et 1
on 33's that were pimning down both infamtry amd mmua

Before it could go imto action with its own guns, w
was bringing artillery fire fmu across the Rhime, where the :m;\ -
Light Regiment was waitimg for only a fire mission sent bak Fox ;
That eased the pressure. Throughout the first day, cub pl“ ~ '
crulsed about over the Riime, relaying any messiges that aight mot |
clear, and the British help contimued.

Within two hours, however, the battalion was firing
missions and had wire laid to the Combat Team CP, It fired
on D-day amd eight more that nmight, £

The artillery was hamdicapped somewhat by the lek of med: ,'
medical officer's glider had to cut loose im France. The other & ;
Capt. Katsumi Nakadate, was wourded but refused to be e
the early stages of the combat amd went om with hisz duties
set up aid statienm,
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 The first battle dn Deday ,i:*
‘eased, each commander began a m o
Wwere unounded and ready for more fight, 3
Some men went down with their Jllﬁ;n
a8 thev left the ships. Some gliders were
from their landing zones, ]
First Iieutensnt Robert B, McGhee of the AT compamy,
from the LZ, left his men to make a reconnaissance, Think!
enter a house, he followed, He called out but received no e
heard a door open and turmed to see a&mmm
with his carbime, killed four before the other 12 s
pﬁmbackhﬂnhhﬁhﬁmmhm L
by amother Germam squad but other Americans came to his aid o 1
out the reslstamce and he proceeded with the prisomers.
Flak cut the tow rope of the glider im which Lt.
First Battaliom 5-2 was riding before it could cirecle for 4 landing, I
forced down three miles beyond it's 1Z, Two flkck guns m* ' 3
skidded to & sto om a tiny field., The six mem crawled out, © of |
wounded. With Morton in the lead they begam erawling for the ‘j‘\“
yards away, But omly Morton made it, There he met a 'ptml of £
whom he shot, amnd eluded amother patrol thou-o-uo.nnhﬂ
that night and the next day, vemtured out again and ,
detection whem he stepped on a covered foxhole and had to wi
of three more mem., ‘hen he was shelled by both British amd .' rie
and dug im. "hem the shelling stopped, he went to sleep but ‘*
by kicks from three German soldiers who toak him prisoner.
quest ioned by various commanders, he was to Borkea “
hadord.rsoith.rtot&oh.hthomn“ u.u
-noluowuomm-upmhtu MM
lccoptthcnlldthmvtlt’“lf ﬂlt—lll“ ‘
There Morton snd the inmkeeper tl&odﬂt“m out of hol¢ ¥

longer and the guard left. R




7. (8
lommmro-ymnthﬁ Brucie e
German paretroopers amd sm SS mam who c ,_ .. P ‘?%‘:h'
rescued when a British column pushed M ; n. ﬁ"" "
Cpl. Homer C. Moyer, a medic, likewi se captu -
Airborme and groumd umits pushed forward m
was freed., When he reported to a British W f“» ;
brought with him 20 Germans whose surremnder he had 2
lined them up im a column of twosand marched them to the
As they checked up, the various organigatiom '8 B
absence of these men and others. They noted too that they i'{
equipment in some of the gliders which had crashed. The 6 s
60% of it's anmunition. But @ re-supply was dropped from lowsPlyiek

A g r

e "’}d .
li.bor-tort. Using every vehicle available - from ‘ulbcm&, .&

in food for their howitzers amd were able to boost the
frem 300 to 1000 rounads. . 24

Compamy G had the missiom of securing the Issel ollﬁ.
amrd of establishing comtact with the Sritish Commandos who
sealed off the towm., Lt. Fred B, Wittig took his platoom ﬂ
infiltrete through the German limes which wers pu-ucu-ay
the exposed flamk of the glidermen but was pinned dowm by
A runner was able to returm and report the situatiom and a pl
the reserve company was sent to aid the patrol, But as ¢
Wittig's platoor advanced into the towam, emmtacted the
spent the might im Wesel.

Heanwhile, Compamy G reported all communication limes
2500 pard fromt amnd emeay patrolsimfiltrated amd were piem
reserve compamky. Machine gum positions h'lp area were
lines held. imemy reinforcememts, mot kmowimg the exact _
fromt, csme up amd detrucked 500 yards from Pox company, As Shi
across sa open field corps artillery inflicted heavy casualed
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Lt. Hu--"li-mi

G, who had givem first aid to m

regarding his owm safety as tamks ap _ : . .
fire. He was killed by fire from the ' ‘J
ing up the attack,

\nother artillery officer, Lt, Hilliard l.* *c
regarded saiper fire to take personal commamnd of a “ and k

the snipers and one gum which had beem hampering the glider
The glider pilots, who had brought the war to G.lll.y,

turned infamtrymen to help liquidate the eneny in the M.rbuh
‘rmed with the weapons they had brought snd whatever they m ,
up, they were formed im two defense groups. Suddenmly a Germam 5
shot dowa by Allied action, crashed within a few yards of th. ,"'.::.‘
®hich some of them, umder command of Capt, H.X, Lyerly, of t&
were located,

A body of 150 Germams with a tank, 2 self propelled gun am
srmored car, tried 5o break out of the woods and attacked t- 4 k
Group TCC, supported bv B and E Batteries of the 155th \:Lrbomlyb
Aircraft Battslion. The glider pilots allowed them to aporosch w i
few yards snd theam opemed up with every weapom they had, xuu..iﬁ’ a
knocking out ome vehicle. The Germams moved om amd were f\mu '
by fire from the AA mem, Battery A of the 63lst amd Company ‘ -
time they reached Compamy G omly 30 mem were left and some of ‘ .
killed there. The glider pilots had had their first taste of
east of the Rhine and they were ready for more actionm,

Throughout that night snd the mext day the Third Batt ST ¥
task of clearing out the woods. During sporadic fightimg h‘t. W u, 1
of Compamy C took a mortar out im fromt of his riflemen and,
use of elther bipod or sight, fired six rounds &t the advan
His actlion helped to halt am attack without givimg avay the

the company.
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. By the |
to a mew attack. They

more om the second day u\thy succ

Line", the day's ob ective,
Medics of the combat team played u ¢

aid during the early phase of the combat and off g

second day of the operatiom Pfc. Robert lu‘t!& ,‘m
Medics, went to the secomd floor of the butldh‘ used as

Seeing a German ofi‘lccr's cap, he shouted, "LM A :
came out of hiding, his ‘hands in the air, Medics of the
78 prisomers,

The supply problem, bugsboo of every airborme Oporutioﬁ"
in three ways, {

‘rom such low altitude: thatsupply parachutes hardly opemed D
he ground, Ome mam, kicki.n@ out supplies, became tamgled ‘W.
The rest of the supplies cames overlamd. :
Before the troops left for the marshallimg areas long colwus ne
ad woumd their way through France, Belgium amd Holland J.nb. P e
pine forest west of the Rhime., The groumd echelon, umder '
ooked like green replacements. Nobody wore pants with big . ' # :
oots or kmives strapped to their legs. They had the unglam “')a'r‘ ba. of
upplyimg their buddies im the glider echelom spearheading b&( G
ffemsive. They watched the skies. As the skytraln came over ,t

ato actionm.
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1o. ¢
Out came their jump boots, the pdj_j."" L&
airborme amd proud of it. Jeeps wonA :

left that might to cross the Rhime. As tuﬁr

at moon on D-plus-ome they were a welcome % M
strong linkup across the river, The bigger tl* uﬁl

Arrival of the kitchens meamt welcome relief “ the nﬁ
from the K rations they carried im their big m..
trucks carrying other meeded supplies amd able ‘“ hld.
the bases across the river,
Solution of the supply problem was well om its way,
On 26 March the 194th launched its drive inlamd, 1
with the First and Third Battalioms abreast amd the Secomd & me
reserve, The advance was s0 rapid that frequeatly the Th&l‘

positions emncounmtered,

First Lieutemnant Ford H, Browme, commandimg officer d -
durimg the early part of the operatiom was a ome-manm tm
Germans he met, Om D-day plus ome he charged & saiper im his
a machime gum as he rode, amd the terrified Nazi came out :
where he had beem hiding and surremdered, Om D-plus~two & j art o
company was pinmed dowm by smiper fire from a house. As B dy
a mschime gum opemed up from behind a pille of bricks, He : '
gremade into the brick pile amd the gummer fled, only to il

‘J “‘-
The sniper likewise left the vicinity. Om D-plus-three E

s “-u
!"r >

fired omce, A Nazi fell, Twenty-bihe meam amd a captaia
5 p ;
Somewhat heavier opposition tham om the precedinmg ¢ t‘g

w

ered by the 19%th om D-plus-three, but the umnits consol idat . B 5

itioms inm the late aftermoom amd on the mext morming made ra ,¢

By 29 March, the forward CP had been -&b at Hausdulmem. :$A,’§'\ ;
T s S



The ememy v
eneny uﬁ.m
the Secomd Babtalion moved ’  Nottu
town. The CP, after a 'brhtm ‘
the combat tesm prepared to laumch am '

The attack started om the aftermoon
drivimg iato the ruined city from the North " o
in from the South. Casualties were light as llI j
day were gaimed and as the process of clearimg M m \
continued.

The Third Battaliom, racing aroumnd the city to seize e
the Dortmund Camal arrived just as a bridge was blowm,

The combat team had liberated hundreds of slave laborlg'ﬁ\,_‘
out the drive from Wesel and had seen the look of gratitude T
faces as they were told they now were free to leave Germam
But it remaimed for Mumster to provide the first Allied prisone
war to be liberated in the midst of a flak stomm, | *?? :

Arrivimg at a prison camp sfter dark, Company I learmed % ﬁ;*
was a large body of mem imside. "Two thousamd Jerries", the W‘*
down the limes, smd Capt. David R. Sellars prepared for -hm A4

talking Jerry talk. :
Cautiously Company I and other elememts of the battalm‘_."':' , che
Inside they found 2000 Russians and 1000 Greeks,Belgians,Premch,
and Poles, all prisomers of war.
They came out laughing,crying,overcome with emotiom. l'ai.h‘
glidermen who had foumd them, they were free. g

(END)
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