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The lead glider of the Battalion to‘,
France at 0733 on 24th of March 1945
1026, cut losse for landing at 1030 ”3

0.

From the RHINE to the landing zone h
of 50 Cal., 20 mm, 4O mm, and small ax
some type of fire prior to landing.

G Company was the first Company to iﬁﬁd&éﬁ@'

ground well enough to become oriented before
all glider groups were immediately under : :
and there was no time initially to worry
Gliders being hard hit by AA fire, by havingﬁua i1

and by poor ground visibility did not land in
landing about 1500 yards to the North and 5
predesignated landing zones.,

G Company suffered heavy casualties immedi
wounded before ever getting out of the gli e
in the area were large enough and most of th
and went thru wire fences but personnel wei
lany G Company gliders were in range of a 7
predesignated 194th Regimental CP and as fa
field to the front of this building a round
the glider on fire. In a few instances glider“pet
due to this fire.

In the initial landing of the Battalion, most 3
to take up a fire fight immediately and the’ fJ»t that
helter skelter throughout the area rather than in th
probably the biggest aid possible in overcoming the &
ance. Enemy groups laying fire on glidermen in one dir
have another glldcr land in their rear end this conti
disorganized the eneny that they began to’ surrender inagr_
30 minutes after the first glider hit the‘ground. '

The Battalion Commander was a casualty within two minu
gllucr landing in the vieinity of the sredesignated 194th
His 300 radio had been hit in the air and was useless
made ites way to a small building 300 yards to the Wea
Regimental CP where the Tirst ueloorary‘Battallon CP*

F Coumpany was the decisive factor in breaking down the i
i n the lauulu zone area. Aggredsive aetion againstit
Qe~_gd&ucx as the 194th Regimental CP enabled them t
and its garrison., This was accompliShets by two squa
The installation was an enemy Regimental"CP and thes

Starf and 145 enemyywere captured ab tﬁia polint. %
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Within 30 minutes after landing, a:
objectives and heavy machine guns |
organize so as to properly suppqrﬁw;
mortars made their way to a predesi
after landing were prepared to fir
area. Comaunications was establi
8l mn mortars with each rifle comp

Major FLEASANL W, MARTIN assumed cuﬁﬁan
SLEWART having become a casualty., Comn
radio with all Companies within 30 minutes
uinutes after landing the Battalion was
Regiment of the progress of the Battali
%o Lt. Col. DAVID P. SCHORR who had jus

With F and G Companies making good progress,
clearing out by-passed islands of resistance,
of 200 prisoners. Rather than sending them
elected to keep these prisoners on hand, st
questioning. Two hours'after landing they
in the predesignated reserve area, had sent

the Commandos to the West in the town of We
At 1245 hours a counterattack led by two e:
West flank of E Company. The Anti-tank guns W
thus were not in position. One section immed:
in clear view of the tanks, suffering four
did however, get effective fire on the tanks,
and scoring a hit on the other tank. At.ﬁ%ﬂ
getting his section in action, personally to
platoon coupled to prime mover and with tie
of the tanks, attempting to get closer to 1] !
depending on the fire of his other section 't eep the ©
One tank was still able to move and withdrew at this ti
along the far West flank of the Battaliog@ﬁ;g;‘ >

G Company was alerted as regards'this‘tanks;gnd soon'.
confirmed, one tank inocked out by bazooka fire. Whe

same or another tank is not known. L
P 4
F Company at 1300 repor ted that it had reached its ob
consolidating and digging im. 5 %
A i

En route to its objective, F Company had s
Glider No. 25 of F Company landed with.ggp en already
8/5gt. Dodge though wounded took up the fire on landin
assistant squad leader, Sgt. Reed, to mamneuver wit
squad eventually linked up with another squad in c
Regimental CP. En route to the objectiwe about 11
opened Tire on the Company and bazookay?}dmﬁr Pfe.:
ulous hit on the tank at a range of 500 yards. The
penetrated to the ammunition magazine, as the &gn
disintegrated. L APV L
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By 1345 a squad of F Company had made contact with th : T e
Ehgtlfft agf Eogtg thus securing that flank of the Baitifgogatﬁgiéggﬁgqéhe
attalion CP ha ~ ] e
o een installed in the B Corpany area at the ?redes;ghatgd
By 1530 all objectives had been taken except bridee 5 Jompany hap -
hip by'ca§ugltie§, had slower going than F‘Compang. #é Cogpggﬁyggg;gggggf<‘
drive West to bridge #l1 from the South side of the canal but were é%op'ed' °
by heavy snal% arms fire and machine gun fire, Lt. Wittig, who then hg& g
but nine men in his platoon, volunterred to try to get thrﬁ and make the
cog?act wlth the Commandos at bridge #1 by pushing West along the North
side of the canal., At 1800 a runner from his platoon came to the CP with
the nmessage that the platoon was pinned down and was unable to move. The
runner had been somewhat to the rear and had been able to eScape. “ 8

Realizing that strong resistance was being encountered on:the West flank
and seeing that the Germans were determined to keep open a line between 4
Wesel and our West flank, the Battalion Commanding Officer gave a mission
to & Company. One platoon of E Company was to .move toward bridge #1 on the
North side of the canal, push as far West as possible, relievaWITTIG's
platoon if possible, and all costs hold and protect the West flank of the
Battelion which at that time was looming more dangerous thean the front.,
Lt. ROBINSON got the mission. No further word had been receiyed from WITTIG
ROBINSON moved his platoon at dark and within an hour and a half and moved -
to a point about 200 yards North of Bridge #1. Reportine on the last known
location of WITTIG's platoon, he reported Tinding one man dead, a member

of the platoon - no sign of the rest of it. Twice during the night . °
ROBINSON's platoon was able to ambush eneny groups moving along: the
copridor between WESEL and the West flank of the Battalion.

From 1600 on through the night, artillery and mortar fire landed contin-
uously in the Battalion area being especially heavy in the E and G

Company areas.

F Company was hit once during the afternoon while digeing in, this being
a tank attack by two tanks. The attack was at 1600, Lt KEHOE with the
Company had already registered the Corps artillery, and delivered effective
fire on the tanks, not knocking any out, but forcing them to withdraw.

Concern shifted from the West flank to the front soon after dark, when G
Company began reporting enemy groups infiltrating their lines. Visibility
was not good and vovering a wide front with few men it was not possible for
them to prevent such infiltration entirely. Lt. ANDERSON of E Company ;
moved forward with a squad upon receipt of these reports and within an hour
canptured three groups of about 12 men each who apparently had made their
way through the G Company lines.

This did not account for the number of enemy believed to have infiltrated -
through the lines, and concern was shown as to the whereabouts of such
groups. At shortly before midnight a very heavy enemy artillery barrage
landed on the G and F Company areas, then lifted to the area of the
Battalion Command Post.
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At this time, F Company revorted
had attempted to infiltrate on its
Company reported that it was unable
flank. : i’;
i

At this time communications were 1ii
was calling for artillery fire niss
fire then broke out on the G Compan
radios going out almost simulteneously
sald it was not on their front. .RQBINé
was doing okay. Fhd

i

But no word from G Company. Its CP was .
the G Company CP a contact patrol went out
of T/Sgt. Wisler. While still 500 yards.

patrol received heavy enemy small drﬁﬁéﬁir
the other patrol meuber wounded. It looked
been broken was considered a poseibility.
two antitank guns in the G Company area coul

that time. Heavy small arms fire continued i

At this time Lt. SHEEHY and Staff Sergeant Kov
AT gun on the right, West flank of F Company,
about 60 troops well behind what should have
escaped and revported the incident. "

At 0200 Lt. SHEEHY and Lt. ANDERSON led a pat
platoon reinforced with extra bazookas, missi ing to
tact with G Company, locate any enemy forces within our 1i
or capture same if possible. The point where Lt. SHEERY
group of enemy with the tank looked like a =ood rallying
infiltrating Krauts and the patrol made its way back to
eneny tank at that time begen laying HE fire straight up the
the rear of the area. Going to the South side of the can;
center rear of G Company area, the patrol located the grou
had previously seen, though they had moved somewhat to the _
size of the group was now about 100 men with one tank. They
position to force a crossing of the bridge near that poir
the Battalion area North of the canal in some forecc. ey I
the information and gave accurate coordinates. These were
Lt. KEHOE and within five minutes he had the Corps arti
target, perfect shooting. Despite the fact that the grou wa
our own lines, despite the fact that the fire was solely fr
the Tire was devastatingly accurate. Mueh eredit here is
who knew the ground and had studied his map so thoroughly
this dark night, being on this ground for the first tine,
where he was, making possible the accurate @ﬁsignatioh;of*

The enemy group scattered in confusion'whéh the artillery
and many casualties were suffered by thﬁ?@@?mans as the n
showed only too well, ANDERSON and SHEEHY wisely didthy
group, thus keeping their own position secret. “

>y Lot el

At 0230, F Company reported a counterattack on its lef
tanks supported by Infantry. The attack was broken up
which enabled the riflemen to get in some good shooti
organized enemy troops withdrew. o A
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At 0235 F Company reported that its
aircraft. At 0245 F Company report
moving in the center of the Company pos
apparently uneware that they were wi thi
lines were forming, obviously for a co
about LOO and F Company could hear vehi
Planning his fire perfectly, Capt. DUKES
small arms and machine guns of his oompqﬁ
with decisive result. The artillery was |
scattering enemy were so confused that mah
front lines with fatal results.

At 0300 the patrol led by.1t. ANDERSON and
1nformatlon. G Company positions on the

G Company and the enemy. They drew fire on
withdrew. At least it was known that G Com
still in the fire fighti

left flank of the G Company area, attacking
At this time a group of enemy had moved into
Company and was laying direct small arms fir
Post which was on the South side of the Cana
- gfter withdrawing under heavy small arms fire
returned with the Intelligence and Reconnaissance

everything from 45 Cal. pistols to bazookas fo&pbd the
the Intelligence and Reconnaissance Section pieking up .
this point. The Intelligence and Reconnaissance Sectio
position but still did not have actual contaot with G C

tre situation known to exist on the West flank made the b
thie reserve company a desperate measure. ¥

The Colnany nhad suffered heavy casualties but the two pl@to
the front and had inflicted heavy casualties on the enemy.
to some extent, especially on their left wliere the heavieS%
were suffered, G Company lashed out in atfaok at daylight an
an hour had completely broken the enemy's will to fight and
prisoners began coning back. Lt. ROBINSON on the West flaﬁk‘
at dawn. From his position to which he had moved at night,
to drive successfully to Bridge #1 and a{ 0730 he had more tk
prisoners. He cut South across the canv and linked up wit
Al .? Ay
At 06L5 Lt. WITTIG showed up with elght men. He made it i
darkness fell, he contacted the Commandos end he brought
Comnandos to make the contact formal,. “kfv
E Conmpany began rounding up prisoners in the rear area.
againphaz togbe scoured and cleaned out. Bg 0800 the pris
stream in from all companies and the daylight ]
that had been done by our troops during he night Ene_
the front lines over the 5000 yard frontea %
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At around noon heavy artillery fire began to fall in the 1 a onc
more causing casualties in the T Company area, While odn§32§ g:gabggge
made with the Commandos a definite link had not yet been made and the
area around Bridge #1 was still touch and go. The objective had been
taken'but the area had not been entirely cleared. ; e SR TR PR
At 1L00 the order came to move to the East behind the 1st and 3d Battalior
F Coumpany stayed in its same positions and the balance of the Battalion

That night Lt. CUNNINGHAN, S-2, revealed that his count showed 1157 ‘
prisoners for the two days. ‘

Outstanding during the period to date was the fact that though five
of the eight Ammunition and Pioneer Gliders were lost, though the S-
and Battalion Supply Sergeant were lost, thus paralyzing almost the
entire supply echelon of the Battalion, nevertheless supply worked
smoothly. Heavy loads of ammunition were rushed into position the
afternoon of the first day and it stood the Battalion in good stead
during the night,

The move to the new area on this second day was completed about 1900
without incident, the area being clear.

The night was without incident.

On the following day, D plus two, the 2d Battalion remained in position
in reserve and did not move as the other Battalions of the Regiment
launched an attack to the Rast., At 1900 that night the Battalion did
move East behind the two lead Battalions, At 2400 the Battation
received an attack order to spearhead a break through to the Bast by
riding tanks end making a motorized dash through the heavy woods to

<4

t he East,

This resume covers D, D plus 1 and D plus 2.
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