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The "Arnold ¥aneuver”

The climax of the experimental period came when the demonstratior,
later known as the "Arnold MNaneuver! was held on 4 and 5 August 1943. An
article iu the Laurinburg-Naxton AAE newspaper, ine slipstream of 11 August
1943, sives an account of the demonstration and the effect it had on

chservers:

"Invasicns" and operations in which the zliders took part during
the two-day cemonstration would seem imposciole to the layzan who did
not witness them,

The motorless craft poured hundreds of troops, pleces of artillery,
Jeeps, machine guns and enginsering equipment silently out of the skies
into "hostile" territory. Trees, zullies, bushes and rough farmland
offered little or no hindrance. A wing *ip or so was brushed off here
and there —— but the attacking troops tumblec out sale, iris-faced and
firing at "enemy" installations in mm woodland,
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In the first puolic dexonstration of o new Allicd aerial WO, -
surprise night attack by airborne troops -- six Big troop-carrving
gllders swooned silently out of a black sky last Vednesday aicht to s
rerfect landing.

fieleased by Llelr Lo planes eight miles from the attsek ares,
the big fabriceand-plywcod eirricrs whissered through the Carolina
night to land in closs formation sithout even 36 zuch as a scratched
wing tip.

frainec military observers expressed amazenent at the eerie pre-
cision of the maneuver. 1is each ship kit the ground, its corplement of
15 fully-ecuipped infantrymen z1i¢ out and silently hesded for pre-
arranged stations ln Lhe surrounding wooded srez,

It wus aluost impossicle to see the gliders in the air, even at
leas then 300 feet, desplte a brilliart background of stars, ten
everyihing was absclutely quiet, a soft nurr sould be heard as the air
ruskod through the glider rigping.

, After Lreir long glide, the craft had only the dim plimmer of g
handkercrnief-shrouded flastlipht to indicate where the lanaing should
ve wade. In actual warfare, It was explained, tids assictance could
be given by paratroopers preceding the glider attack, or even by ocur
Fiftk columnists in sremy lands, -

Unly & light ruabling necise —- as if somecne were vushing a wheol-
Bayrow across rough ground — announced cach nifft lasding. (nce or
twice tiic ormed Lroopers were acon; the cbservers before Lheir landed
g£lider was spotted. i

A stunt staged Tucsday night for the %enefit of Generel Arnold was
reneated on the succeeding aight to cas the demcnstration. The base
barkl == 11 mezbers of it — went up in the glider that was to Le the
last o land.

At 5,000 feet over thne ficld, the tand struck up "Comin; In Un
iing amdl & Prayer" ; @8 tre glider slowly sniraled down, followed

thet with "The Army Air Corps" and "Hlee Siies,®

The ylider reczained ianvisibie, and the Observers == who weren't let
-r On tie stunt beforehand —— hed their mouths Open in swe. ihe music
seeued to come from the stars. "Sounds like @ persde up there — of
Age.s," ene urucper remsried,

Just as the glider was sbout to lang &30n; scattered tiamber which
could have ripped It to pileces, tre band sinzluded its merial consert
with "rat tie fell o Ye Sgre. M



tanging officers ecphasized the velae of the surprisze clement
fnwelved 1in the nizht glider atiack, and pald tribule to the adbility
of the glider pilots.

"The tring that particularly impresses ae,” ssid Leneral Armola,
"i5s Lhgt these younp silots san 46 this sert 6f thing Just as well
as the older, uore exverienced fliers.”

Crie pilot, whe modestiy withheld his name, sald it wasn't such a
hard Job. "ou Just Sort of come in on your imegination,” he explainei.

Suring the first day of the sropram, the 39th Troon Carsder
Suusdron lended 22 fully-lcaded zliders on 3 ge,” rypothetical

cnemy headquarters, and withis five minates the wooded, Yoigh terrain
was surrounded By nfantyr, artillery and equizaent surrving Seeps
which the gliders belched cut sl-ost at tie instant. ther landed on pre-
desiznated $0ot3,

Ror was weter an insurmountsble tazard for the ;lider trooos.
The 2bliity of the CO-4A standard 15-place piiier Lo be set down in
emergeney in & lake, river or even on the ccean was demcnstrat.d when
wie squedren, commanded by Mal. ¥ike Murphy, world champlion stunf fltler
g::‘on the war, landed an infantry proup in lee's kill poid, near the
€.

Tils demonstrztior »as mzde core realistic when the glider landed
roughly and sank uiekly to its wisgs. 3Sub the troups, their carbines
slung over their shoclders anc "Hae Vest" life jackets on thelr backs,
emerged as an eflecllve fighting teas after swimming ashore.

That, it »as poiated vutl, is Lhe misslun of the plider = to land
its human carge or equinment in enexy territory in pood fighting condi-
tion with oniy seccndary consermm for the beating taken by the glider.

"Seven days froa now," dgjor Murphy asserted in discussing night
landings,"we could put A00 gliders down in s field with possibly 70 per
cent Injury to sircraft and 5 per cent injury to personnel, le're not
planniag safe and smooth landings, Te're getting the men in."

Just ebout sverytriog was airborne here the two—day demon-
stravtion. Upon arrival of many bty plane frum Washington, D.C., they
found luncheon waiting. It had preceded them to thre field in a glider
nared the "Goummet." personally btrought in from 2 nearby mess hall Ly
Capt. Lei;h Hunt, base mess officer, whe with his men arrived in full
battle dress. The lunch they delivered was a field lumch, brought in
25 it woulcd be in an airbome inwvasion..

Participsting in the demcnstration, in addition tc Major Murphy's
siuadron, witk its gliders and slider pilots and its C~47 and C-53
cargo and troon carrving nlanes which tow the gliders, nere airborne
troops from Camp dackall, N.C.



Bifore returnizng to his “sshington headivarters, Cenersl Arnold
summarized the eatire propram with: "Gentlexen, this demonstratiocn
speaks ior itself, 40

The "Arnold Maneuver® was largely responsible for developing re-

newed interest in the use of the glider for tactical operations. Meny
tigh-ranking officers of the Army Air Forces and the Army Ground Forces

who attended the "irpold Maneuver" had been skentical zhont the value of
the pllider for tactical vurposes. There is no doubt that the effectliveness
and efficiency which were developed during the experimental period and
deaonstrated on h and £ Aupust 1942 turned the tide in faver of an expind-

41
ed progran of advenced tralning in the tactical use of the glider,

Tribute to a Leader

The success of the experizental work and the "Arnola Yaneuver" is
& tricute Lo the abllity anc enthusiasau of ¥sjor lurphy as a pilot, teach-
er, and leader. His unjuestioned skill as a plliot of all types of aircraflt
snd his highly persussive personality mere combined with unlimited mrarl.‘z
The rdgl degree 0f interest and enthusiasm which he develoned asong the
glicer pilots whu worked with him durding the esperimental pericd was cer-
tainly the anlmating force whieh brought 'rroop‘gmfriw glider training to

& high noint of effectiveness and proficiency.



