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~ e !h uo;ut Opu'ation carried out by the Airborne Division call for much
at The fact that technically the operation was not a success should not

take ‘the importance and significance of tho results, for there is no doubt that
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The writer would like to state that he arrived in North Africa with very
reserved opinions of the glider. He had made a careful study of gliding from the
scientific point of view, and has flown behind every combination possible. These
may include the following:-

;. Hotspur and single engine airecraft.
« 2 Hotspurs and single engine aircraft.
. Horsa uﬂlhithy, &J.iflx, and Albermarle.
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s had been held with the scientists at R.A.F.Farnborough, and
umm carefully, It was with this informstion and experience
menced his inves tions in Africa and this experience had made him
ve in the use of the glider,

was faced with the diffieult position of having no
to build them end train the pilots to operational pitch.
s which incidentally were overcome by the great co-
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"mhlight and A.A. fire,

approach in such away that they

operation. This point has
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s proved a complete success in
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nisation and plan tbo opmtion was sn on, & e

m u'itor was one of the first airecraft to take off, All seemed to go well

: tbor was extremely bad a 40 m.p.h. gale was blowing. The tow was
difficult, added to the Tact that the height was B00 feet.

o bene B mtul at Malta the weather was bad in the extreme. On arrival at the target

the moon was poor and gave the Tug ship an impossible job let alome the Glider pilot.

i In short, for both pilots the arrival in the target area was quite unexpected
and presented a position which was immediately designed to upset any plan that might have
been « This, plus the difficulties previously experienced, and the weather ruined
. *hnical plan. Nevertheless, 80 Gliders landed on the island and hand to hand
ng tock place, It was obvious that complete disorganisation had arisen and that

'ise was complete, The morale of the enemy was shattered and this was proved
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lf;ho &ctual task was carried out and the 8th Army captured Syracuse within a few
ours. Thier landing was completely unopposed.

After the battle, atour was made of the Gliders and the landing area.
Remarkable sights were seen, The great difficulties of the areas, the extraodinary
crashes without injuries and the large numbers of Gliders which arrived against very
difficult odds, were missing.

carried out a remarkable feat of flying, The Glider released at five thousand feet,
glided six miles through searchlights and flak and landed in aifield 500 yards by
300 yards, with a load of 30 men, This also proves that it can be done.

¢ountry, Only two cases of actual death by crashes were accounted for. A great
doalotﬁgmt.ngoqupmtmtmmnmmin, as the battle showed,

The reason for confusion was, that bands of men up to 18 in strenght
moved in  @rea and captured pill boxes, gun positions, bridges and prisoners.
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., A great many weapons and large quantities of ammunit-
ion were damaged -4 t

amaged or lost through impact on walls and ditches.
This could be avoided if weapons were strspped in shock proof
m 8

se 1s not practicable unless the
 and reasonably level. In many
the fuselage and became

1 landing areas.




