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le Thne mcatk of karch hes tLeen thie cusiest of eany menth since tne
sctivatier of *he Urgupe Everyore was ke)t busy putiding the finishing
teuches cn toe new querters and offices, in fact everyone were tor Dusy
to have any ceuplaintse -

2e ine first'sn days, between meving the rexsining freight end
gliders from the U.¥., tie Group dispatched two hundrec snd twenty-
geven eircrafte 1This figure elsg included flights to vericus sections
f Frarce on Wing Fissicuse Alsg during this peried the Squedreass
neld ferustion flying, inclucing severel Group formstions s¢ ne t¢ brush
up on formeticn flying end elso giving the pilcts prectise for mny
future missien that mey eccure

3 Cn the niath the ‘reap dispetched eleven (11, C-47 aircreft
and twentye-nine (29) Cle4l pliders on UC to leon-Charmbry wiers they
were to work with the 17th Airberne, Ulider Infanirye They remsinel
¢t Lagn=Chaziry until the 15th, during which time tiey flew feur liundred
and twenty-six (42€) glider scrties cerrying five thousend six hundred
and eixty-five (5,665, persennel of the 17th Airbornes Of ihe twenty-
nine (2%9) glicers, eleven were &iortive of which three (5] were éomrlete
wreoks but there were no cesualties.

4e (n the tenth, thie Uroup ertisirated in a prectise VNissicn
calle: "LEWLRCP", furnisting ferty-five (48] eircpaft carrying six hun-
dred #nd ferty-three (643) pareirpoperse (f the eix hundred and forty=-
taree paratroopers ineteen (1¢) were breug ¢ beck to t o field fer
refaring, te junpe Iwo (2) parstrocpers even refuced teo explane at
Staticne times A1) planes were eirlern net ore teing sbertec, srriving
ever the DL right on scheduled time, making & gerd drep and then pre=
ceeded bucs Lo the More buses 1 e map co-eoruina‘tes of the LI were
T4 X4e4, The parstroopers cérricc were wemuers of the 2nd Sattalicu,
50T¢n Tarechute Infentry anc Zegiucktel leedquarterss Ihere werc A4
parereck bundles containing feur huncred ard twenty-five (42f) pounds
of wedicsl supplies, nine huuirec =nd ninety-five (995) peunds of
communicaticn eguipmsut, nine thousand and pine hundred (9900) poucds
of smmunition end twe hundre. and fifty (250) pounds of other couvet
supplinsc,.
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S¢ Cn the 17th the Urpup perticipeted ir e practise missien "ToKEN"
that conalsted of four C=47 sircreft towin; ‘eightu=4A gliders that were
loedec with sand bags te repregent actual ceaaitien feor & combat flignte
The fligit lesteg feor fcur hours e ten minutes (4110), the aircreft
drepring the gliders et this field ct the end of the flighte The gas con-
sunmptien cf the two sircraft was carclully checked rnd all figures en the
flignt were recorded te De used in cane of any future combat glider missionse

6e This Group completec the move frem Station 4€€ in the UK te A-56
in Frence on the twenty=fourth with seven hundred ard fortye-ceven (747)
aircreft Leing dispatched for the wrple movement, carrying one thousend
gix nundred auc eighty (1680) %ons of equipment end two theusend snd rixty
tiree (20€3) perscrnel by aire ‘he moverwut 0y boet corsisted of seven
ausure: eud thiriy-cne and three guarters (731 3/4) tons of sguipment and
ors hundrec snd thirty-nice (135) perscrnelsby Even though weather comdi-
tions delayed tue nove te seme extent the Group a=s rendy for ary other
essignnent the Wing gave use.

Te Ulider after glider was flerried onte the field until there was
herdly rcea for any more, but By good menuevering there were three hundred
and sixtesn (316) Ci-44 gliders parked in their respective aress. The
pilots were kepl busy test Lopping the gliders to see that they were ell
in gocd flyable conditione

8e Om tue twerty-first the A/b moved into Cemp Mike, guarcs were
placed around it so as to isglate it, sp it began te leok as thrugh the
Group was &bout ready te participete in encther ~ccmbat missione

9« Cn the twenty=fourth, after three days oI preparation, the Grgup
participeted in the combet mission VARSITY, serials AlQC and All, from here
(A=BE) t~ tre LIS, w.ich wes cne mile NE of Wosel, Germanyes There were
seventy~twe (72) aircraft dispatched towing one hunired and forty=four CG=-
4A gliders ocerrying equipment end one thousend and thirty-seven (1037)
personnel of the 19th Glider Infartry of the 17th A/B. Pive (5) CG-4A
glidere were anportive due to various reescns and therelere failed teo resch
the LZS. Ackeeck was moderate but smll erms fire wone heevy causing damage
to thirty (30) sirersft and the loss of three (3) aircratt. The casuelties
were high with nine (9) killed, twenty-six (26) mimsing and twenty one (21)
being weunded and injureds The amount of material and equipment carried ia
the gliders consisted of thirty-seven jaspe, twe jeeps being abertec;
tweuty-three (23) trailers, ‘wo (2) being eborted; twealy-seven (27) pieces
of Field Artillery and llorters; eight thousend nine hundred and thirty-
five (8935) pounde of mines ard explesives, feur hundred and thirty-eight
(438) peunds abortedy four thousend feur hunired end eighty=four pounds
(4484 ) peurcs of rations, eignty pounue were aterted; four tncusend three
hundred and fifty-one (4361) pourcs of medieal supplies, one hurdred and
four (104) peunds aberted; sixty-el ht theousand three hundred and thirtye
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nine(68,339) pounds of ammunition, five Lundre! snd minety(590) peunds
sborted; one hundred snd seventy-three theussnc, seven hundred end
seventeen (1785,717) pounds of other ocarbal equipment, 3ix thoussnd eight
hundred and fifty-twe (6852) pounds aborted; or a tetsl of twe hundred
and fifty-asine thousend, eight hundred snd twenty-six (259,826) peunds
oarried with twp hurdred and fifty=gne theussnd and seyen hundred and
sixty-twe (261,762) pounds dropped om the LIS, with anly eight therusand
and sixty=four (8064) pounds met reeching treir ebjective, due to e
abertive gliders.

10« DMhe Greup started ferrying gascline ints Uermany on the thirtieth
(20th) with fifty=feur (64) aircesft dispatohed cerrying two hundred and
seventy=four theusend six hundred and twenty-eix (274,626) pounds (30,614
gellons) evecuating on the réurn trip eight hundred ané fifty-feur (854)
patients.

1l¢ The Group wound up the buslest menth in its histery by cispstech-
ing fifty-six (66) aireraft cerrying two hu~4rec and minety thousend, one
hundred snd sixty-eix (290,166) peunds (32,240 gallems) of gas, evncuating
ofl the return trip seven hundrs. and sevemty-eze (771) petients.
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