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AIST0RIQ L, REVORT FOR KONTHS OF PESRUARY § ROH, Q44

SNOLISR 3! INA ; t This caption wouli have
sopeared in daily newspipers had reporters been nresent at the coloesal
event. For the first time in the history of the world, and inglieh
"Horsa" OJlider wao picked up from the ground by a O=47.

The first "Horea" was sent %0 us from the Philadelphia Navy Yard
sometize back in October 1943, when the 38th Troop Carrier Seuadron
wis stationed at Camp Mackall, North Carolina. Lt. Col. "Mike" Nurphy
vas the firet meuber to fly the inglish Glider. e, in turn, taught
2nd Lte Julicn % Hall, who continued in the oapasity of “lorsa® Ine
structor.

dince thut period in October, 2nd Lt. J« s llall h.s cheoked out
approxiaately 30 aen as first pilots. Hundreds of students huve been
given familiarization rides, and a ride in a “orsa” is now considered
part of a GP's curriculum.

vhen interviewed about the "Horsa® piokeup episode, Lt. Hall exclaloe
od "‘moothest plokeup I ever flew®. For a half hour, Lt. Hall went in-
to ractures about the “liorsa” and the plokeup systeam.

The plok=up system was introduced to the 38th Troop Jarrier Squadron
in November 1543 by let Lt. O. Jo Necker, who csme to us from ¥right
Field, Ohio.

This system is a method of towing a glider froa the ground into fMull
flight condition by a plane which remaine in f1ight during the entire
operation. Its advantages over the standard glider tace-offe are cunie
fold. Ceveral of the important advintages are as fo lows:

se Terrain unsuitadble for towship operation such a8 sof't, uneven
ground and limeted areas, etill allow glider tate-offs via the
plok=up metiod,

bs fecovery of the valuable glider following a tactical mission
offectively decreases mteriel expenditure.
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¢. Delivery of an airvorthy glider resdy to perform szuin at =
substantial voving in time and man hours.

The necessary plok-up equipment consists of the following:

8s A O=h7 s0dified with the plok-up unit (an installstion weigh-
ing spproxizately 700 pounds)

be Special length nylom ropes and two poles 12' high %o support
the nylon rope in the air. This allows the pilot of the plek=
up plane to swoop down low over the poles and hook on to the
nylen rose with a hook that is supporte’ below the airplene by
a 20' wooden arm.

The plok=up orocedure, itself, is fairly simple. The -lider, to be
on:tehed, rezains at rest in o position facing into the wimde ' rope
ittached to the glider angles off to the right and extends outward 225
feot. . nylon loop with a oircusference of 20 feet supported by two
12 foot poles approximately 22 feet apart i= attached to the end of
the 225 foot rope. The plane swoope down on the stirboard side of the
glider at a speed detormined by the weight of glider sn! condition of
grounds A wooden ara guldes the rope into the hook ani the hook unclipe
from the arms The hook is attached to 1050 feet of 3/8' flexible sable
and is wound around the drum in the plokeup unit instslled in the C=47.
The Oable pay-out 1s resisted by a set of multiple diek braces which
gradually and smootnly sccelerates the glider to the speed of the tow=
ship. The glider usually ends ite acoleratica period in seven or el ht
seoonde and 500 or 700 feet behind the plene. The pick-up unit is
oquipped with s motor to wind in the cable when the oca=csion reguires.
(l!ublt 5‘-}\. .H.“’ of a’”... and d‘..‘m. Lxhibit “, lwns
"Plok-ap System", are attached hereto.)

On March 9, 1944, Lt. Col. "Mike® Murphy wae towing » 0G=13 fro-
Stout Fleld, Indiwnapolis, Indina. The glider w.s flying in low tow
position when suddenly the rope broke loose from the tug ship, flew baok,
and wrapped iteelf sround the wheel. Lt. Hall, who was pileting the OG-
15, was foroed to land nexr the town of Abemsrle, approximately 60 ziles
northeast of Oharlotte, North Carelina. Two hours und fifty-five minutee
after the emergency cuteo!f, the 00«13 was in the air. How was this feat
nide posoible? igain, it wae Lt. Decker and his plok-up system which had
come to the rescue. It is estizated that at least 400 mun hours were saved
by thie operation.

Sinee Yovesber 1543, at leust 500 "Plokeups” have been acoomplished.
lomedi tely following the Neceuber saneuver, 2 gliders were salvaged
by this wethod, with 76 gliders sulvaged following the January maneuvers.
't least 16 were snatched from various areas; 55 gliders were ploked=-up
at Trop, Ohies The cost of iis-assembling, freighting and re-assesbling
these glliders woul' have been enoruous had the plock=up system not heen
used. Potential » wings in time, nsnpower and eapiti]l rezsins unl Leited
for future operationss
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