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BARRATIVE REFORT OF CAPT, G. M, SLAUGHIER
ACTING DEPUTI OROUP GLIDER OFFICER

=

The operation of "Varsity® sdesion 1s 88 follows: Take-off of Serial A-10,
lead by Col. Williams, tock off at 0754, 24 March 1945 with a seventy~-two glider
11£t, compoped of Group Headquarters, 8lst Squadron, snd Sind Squadron glider pd-
lots. Sexdal A-ll wss lead by Lt. Col, Bridgers, composed of glider pilots from
79th 5 quadron and E0th Squadron.

Yormation enroute as observed from number one glider flown by Mejor W. A.
Brown, Pilot, and Capt, G. M. Elaughter, Co-Pilot - Formation was sll st same &l-
titude and in two ship echelon to the right., Flying condition in flight wae ideal.
It was o bit rough for the firet bhour and forty-five zioutes, but smoothed out
rea r end of the flight,

Sorial A-10 reached LZI"S" at approximately 1080, ten minutes shead of sche-
dule,

Visibility fronm Ehine River to LI"S" wes very poor as smoke laid domn by the
British for protection on river crossing bad drifted over LI "S*., Swoke from
ghell fire and burning aircraft alsc covered LZ "5" « altitude at LI "S* as ob-
gserved by lead glider wes spproximately 1200 feet indicated,

We encountered small arms and pachine gun fire at the south bordexr of LI "W*-
load glider was hit at this point with mschine gun fire - medium flak also ob-
perved in this area and scae 20 WM fire, Clider in No. £ pesition was shot off
at twrn position at edge of LZ "8%, alsc flak had dassged wing to extent that
pilot had to relesse. This was a simultaneous action,

Lead glider released at pre-arranged spot, MmJor BErown took control of
lead glider at releass spot; visibllity was spproxizately 1000 feet,

About one zdle from LZ "S*, Capt. Mcillister, 19dth (lider Infantry, Liafson
officer with the 436th T. ¢, Group was injured in right leg with flak, ¥rom re-
lesse point and on downwind approach, machine gun uwnd rifle fire wes very beavy -
Msjor Brown, pilot, was killed by 20 W fire on tase leg - at this polot the un-
dersigned took control and coupleted a 180° turm into a field visitle {rom right
gide. 7This landing was approximvately 300 yards north of designated spot for land-

irg.

Upon landing all eirbornme and glider pdlots were under fire; rifle und xacbine
gan fros wooded areas and houses,

Pattern for gliders were carried out &s well & cculd be under such vieibili-
ty condition., ALl gliders were released too high.

Orgenization of Squadron grouping of &ll pilots in assechbly areas wus carried
out &8 pdanped. Little difficulty was found in sssesbling pilots. All 3quadroas
of thie Group were in Squadron assembly pointe within one hour after landing. As-
sozbly and poving into d fense aress 88 designated was corried out as planned,
Group "C* was set up at approximately 1600 howrs - contact was established with
Squadrons, Wing, snd Regimental CP's. Reports on personnel and glider loads were
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seventy-five per cent accounted for at 1800 hours, Ome Squadron (80th) wae as-
peabled a nd had proceeded to designated area when stopjed by airborne and warned
pot to proceed any further until next

ot msde until 1000, 25tk March 1845, Wing Headquarters notified the Group the
80th Squadron was in there area, Defense positions were mede and beld by all or-
gandzations - comunications were maintaived by runners - &t 2500 bours, 24 March
1945, enmeay resistance was pet. Two tanks with eotisated bundred infantrysen
tried to make a road approach through our area. This Group sade no atlempt to
join this attack, The 435th 7. C. Croup to our immediate left front and flank
held off the attack., This information was dispatched to 680th F.A. to our rear -
on this ll.lthcx, ”Ct. C.P. was shelled,

At 1700 bours, the 25th of March this Group received march orders for eva-
cuation - & ¢t 1815 hours this Group bad formed and proceeded on march 10 ¢VACU&~
tion point, Oxders were given to proceed to 18th Corps Headguarters where fur-
ther orders were roceived by runner to proceed to RFhine River crossing - at 23530
hours we had cospleted our crossing via Stone River crossing (British),

Some difficulty was found at Stone River crossing as to the place we were
supyosed to report, The projer crossing was %o be made by "Dukw® crossing. This
inforsation was not given the undersigned. This Unit cazped for the night near
the town of Yanten, Gerzany - ca the sorning of the 27th, this uxdt rep to
pukw erossing for svacuation to Qlider Pilot Rest Ares and from there to!

Sumsary - Glider Pilote wero well awnre of the condition about them, Con-
trol wes zaintained through out - weapons were adequate - chain of comzeand was
carried cut, The unit functioned without the aid of airborme liaison officer,
aft r Capt. NMoAllister was injured., All wounded glider ilots and airborme were
cared for on the spot and at temporary aid station until they could be turned
Medical Units., One German doctor wasesployed for this use.

Recoanendations - Glider Pilots should be briefed u day or two earlier and
be given time to study overlays, photo and terrain mape, yore oblique photos be
furnished. Release altitude should de apjroxizately 400 feet above terain, Or-
ganisation for control of glider pilots was excellent; the bost thal has been ob-
served in any operation, Paratroopers should precede gliders by at least twelve
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