Return to Holland Missionh

On Sentember 17, 24 of our airersft took part in tne orening phase of the
combrt omerctior "Karket®™ drovning 295 paratroops in - ne wicinity of Groesbesk.

The militery nhiect wes to strerztren the oreration against Kijmeren. 7ne follow-
ing dey, the 1Pth, ?" of cur pianes towed gliders :n single tow, 1om~tion, to
the sa=me area visited the previous day. 7The gliders towed were those of the
95th and 97th Squadrons of the s40tn Troop Carrier Group. zour days of bed
veather then intervened nolding back tne pienmed reinforcements of glider troops
wnich were badly needed by the beleaguered ground ferces, rinally, on tne 23rd
of September, all of our glider viicis fiew CG-4A"s, tucged by 21 o1 cur pisnes
as vell as those of ot.er =guadrons in tre group. Uur glider pisot strergtn med
bean enlarred s~ tnmt we nad 49 men on our roster wno piioted gliders, Ihis was
our mission #32 and anotner pmsse -f the ocperstion “marszet™, Ine 1anding zne
on e=cn of these tnree comdat missions wes apvproximavely the seme. The routs
flown was also similar in ench case,namsly from Fulbeck, across the Channel and
over the Duteh i1sland of Schouwsn, south of Rot}.ardu, along the Maas Hiver to
Groesbeek, near the Germen border. The route back was a morthwerd turn toward
Hi jmegon and thon westward to England again,

Our first serious combat losses were experierced in these three missions.
Of the four personnel missing in action, two, snlisied men and an officer, were
sesn to bail out of their plane along with the rest of its crew, No further word
hae been received corrarnine them, The full renort of our losses is embodied in
section d of neges 4 and 5 of tnis report. Our losses this month are tne only
ones we have had ‘o d-te,

A Yarge number ~7 our planes were firsd upon by fround ins‘al)letinns, flsak
as wo1! ms smal) arms, durirys the Duteh operations, but we ere vary fortunate in
havirg suffered no nircraft losses. In the glider phase of our operstions, one
glider vilot wes lost, all the othe: s sefely evecuated and returmed to us. Typical
statements of these men as tney returned from the combat rome and were interrogated

will be found excerpted and sttrnched as an avpendix to this report,
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